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may also be available for the poet Yet_ jt woidd be
difficult to point in Milton's subsequent poetry to any
element whicFtlie^p6ef"can be thought to have imbibed
from the foreign secretary. Where, as in Milton's two
epics and Samson Agonistes, the personages are all
supernatural or heroic, there is no room for the employ-
ment of knowledge of the world. Had Milton written
comedy, like Moliere, he might have said with Moliere
after he had been introduced at court, " Je n'ai plus
que faire d'etudier Plaute et Terence; je n'ai qu'a
et tidier le monde."

The   office into which  Milton  was  now inducted is
called In the Council books that of " Secretary for foreign
tongues."    Its   duties  were  chiefly   the   translation  of
despatches  from,   and  to,  foreign   governments.     The
degree  of estimation in which the Latin secretary was
held, may be measured by the amount of salary assigned
him.     For while the English chief Secretary had a salary
of 730Z. (= 2200Z. of our day), the Latin Secretary was
paid   only 288Z. Us. 6& (= 900Z.).    Tor this, not very
liberal pay, he was told that all his time was to be at the
disposal  of the government.    Lincoln's Inn Fields was
too far off for a servant of the Council who might have
to attend meetings at seven in the morning.   He accord-
ingly   migrated to Charing  Cross,   now become   again
Charing without the cross, this work of art having been
an early (1647) victim of religious barbarism.    In -No-
vemToer  he was accommodated with chambers in White-
hall     But from these he was soon ousted by claimants
more   considerable or more importunate, and in 1651 he
removed to "a pretty garden-house" in Petty France
in Westminster, next door to the Lord Scudamore's, and
opening into St. James's Park.    The house was extantexperience.
